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After sixty years of political, financial and technical planning, John
Roebling’s plan was agreed and the New York Bridge Company was formed.
In 1869, the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge finally began.

John Roebling believed that the path above the deck would be of
countless value in a crowded commercial city. He was right in the end.
Together with his perhaps most noted statement, John Roebling claimed
that the great bridge would be ranked as a national everlasting work. As a
work of art and a successful sample of advanced bridge engineering, the
Brooklyn Bridge would forever be a witness to the energy, enterprise, and
wealth of the society.

The bridge was built for over 14 years in the face of huge difficulties.
John Roebling died soon after the construction of the bridge began. His son,
Washington, continued to direct the construction. Unfortunately,
Washington suffered from some disease, which prevented him from moving
around. His wife, Emily, took the responsibility for sending messages to the
construction site.

On May 24, 1883, with schools and businesses closed, the Brooklyn
Bridge, also referred to as the “Great East River Bridge,” was opened. Scores
of people attended this amazing ribbon cutting event. Even 100 years later,
its famous beauty is still admired by many New Yorkers and tourists alike.

1. What does “the path above the deck” refer to?
2. What does the Brooklyn Bridge symbolize in the society?
3. Who sent messages to the construction site when Washington was sick?
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4. When did the Brooklyn Bridge begin to be built?
5. What is another famous name for the Brooklyn Bridge?
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